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Santa Promises to Do His
Best to Fill Wants of

His Little Friends
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The Cleverness of Cardillac t-

I ROBERT BARR
r
r n

r
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Synopsis of Chapters Already Published
Victor D CaAllMac a hotheaded 1m-

petoiw youth of Gaacony goca to Paris
to seek his fortune bearing a letter from
Charles d Albert do Luynoa favorite of
yeses King Louis XIII and ehlaC minta
ter and dictator of France He learns
that his letter to a joke

Cardillac in wameU of the prOWeSS ot
iMfnee as a swordsman Tresor a

nttal servant offer Cardlllae a
chance to Da Lurnea and prove his
matt

Cardillac goes to sot ot D Luyiwc
palace and a man Do
Luytu comes forth Cardillac attacks
him and is tvouadod He dtawovera then
that his antagonist la D Luynea
but the Due de Montrull an opponent ot
Do Luynes Treeors object ovidently

to make him tho assasria of the man
who Do yHes wanted out of the way
lie remembered that Treaor had told bite
that the minister bad imprisoned d-

Montralls daughter
The uke makes known M identity and

declare that 1 is not subject to arrest
exeei at the kings orders lie pretends
thi CardJItae has been wounded by
ptJs lie Invites both Cardillac and tin
srgeani ot pollco to his house where the

succeeds in wheedling from the
eergaaat a lettre de cachet or warrant
signed by the king giving the holder
thereof power to arrest whomsoever h
would The doctor dresses Cardltlacs
wounds

The duke learns Cardlllacs story and
discovers his hatred of De I wynos The
duke divines Do Luynes intention to kill
him and orders his majordomo to com-
plete preparations for hasty Journey

The duke to Cardlllae his de-

sire to recover his daughter and offers to
furnish funds If Canllllac will undertake
to recover the girl whose name Is
reee Cardillac tonlahos the duke by
declaring that be hold to Ms
daughters whereabouts

CHAPTER VH-

TH3
duke looked sternly at lila

for a few momenta ai
as if ho suspected him ot

treating a serious subject with
levity

Ask your questions ha commanded
curtly

What convent between here and
the strictest in its rule In

what community is all speech pro-
hibited surely a severe burden to est
upon women

You doubtless refer to the great
Convent of the Sacred Heart on the
outskirts of Beaugency at the edge of
the forest that extends to Blois

What convent is governed by an
of the blood royal to which no

novice is admitted unless she be of
noble descent

The Convent of the Sacred Heart
at Beaugency

Then my lord your daughter is an
Inmate of the Convent of the Saored
Heart

How can you pronounce so cer-
tainly on that

Because old Trosor who neverthe-
less mentioned names told me he
himself had conducted one of the
Queens ladles in waiting to the strict-
est convent in France a convent ruled
by an elderly relative of the King

The Due de Montreull leaned back
in his chair plunged Into deep thought
and half his eyes then he mur
mured more to himself than to his
auditor

What object could that hound Tregor have in giving you such informa-
tion

It was merely his Southern boastful-
ness He was proving to me how clever
he was and how much Do Luyn ts de-
pended on his ingenuity

The shook his head
He was misleading you for some

purpose of own is that pur
poseYou do not consider my lord that
I am tout an unknown youth one ofmany hanging round the preoineta of
the pal ac He could have no object in
mlsleaJinjT me Twas but tho aelf-
concelc of a Southern man Surely I
should know the trait

You forget that the Southern man
was sending you to assassinate m
You and I were thus linked In his mind
You are too trustful M de Cardillac
oven after tot bitter have
just received under Treeors tuition

Nevertheless I adhero to my first
opinion It was but the
or an old man loves to hear his
own voice o your concurrence
my lord I will accompany you to

and south to
Beaugency Instead of to Blois In fur-
therance of my design I ask to
give me that lettre de eavhet which
you got front the sergeant

What Is your design do you
propose to do with the lettre
cachet

I shall with all speed to the
convent reaching it before any now
of our escape can hays come to Beau

at once call to my
Da Luynes own X poses
you know a letter written in the most
cordial terms and signed De
That with the lettre de cachet will be
my credentials Obtaining a guard of

Luynes men I shall proceed to the
convent

Having Inscribed on the lettre de
your daughters name I shall

arrest her and say it is the will of
the king that she Is to be Imprisoned
in the Castle of Montrichard Thither
escorted by contingent of thekings army we will proceed We will
make our way through the forest to
the south of Loire avoiding Blots
taking with us a competent guide
from to
Montrichard cannot be more than
thirteen to fourteen leagues

Ones at dis-
miss my bodyguard ordering the

to return to Beaugency and
then I am safe for I know
there and when we cross the river
Cher we are in the Due dEpernons
country but five leagues or

co Loches with the road free
of kings men Indeed my lord you
must travel fast to reach Loches be-
fore your daughter doM

The young man spoke with an ani-
mated enthusiasm that was Infec-
tious Several times during the re-
cital the dukes somber eyes lit up
momentarily to subside again into
their customary The
tic CardHIac accompanied his elo-
quence with gestures as vivid as
thosr of a Sicilian and so carriedaway was he by his own oratory
that it was quite evident he regarded-
the deed as already done The older
man adopted a more cautious

which proved him but half con-
vinced although he did not wish to
damp the others ardor

The may succeed from Itsvery boldness It it can be carried out
without loan of time but the slightest
delay means
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for you Supjose the officer In charge
of the troops fti refuses to
act until he h j communicated with
Paris nd holds you there awaiting
the of his messenger

Wha officer in Paris dare delay
In executing an order bearing the
signature of the king

That is true
And in addition to that I am

vouched for by the most cordial in-
vitation from De Luynes asking me
to come to Paris

The two documents should be very
effective but what if the hue and cry
Is at Beaugency before rM u reich
there

That is impossible my 1 d Even
if your are anti the roaXla
bad they can surely cover two
leagues an hour We will arrive at
Rambouillet by six oclock in the
morning breakfast there and be in

a little after nine Chateau
dun should be in sight between one
and two I am then ten leagues at
farthest from Beaugency can
accomplish the distance by six this
evening I shall be dining at Beauency before Tresor learns I have
taken tho road to the west

Even if they discovered our flight
as early as twelve oclock we would
then be nearing Chateaudun and it
would be impossible to overtake us
A troop of their hardestriding
cavalry couldnt do itI arrive In Beaugency before six
oclock in the evening engage a car-
riage and four Ute warrant is
executed say at seven and we are
on the road to Montrichard crossing
the Loire by the old bridge at Beaugene We reach Moutrlchard at two
oclock on Thursday morning thenwe are The centuryold stone
bridge allows us to cross the Char
and we arrive at Loches by day
breaJi No Pursuit Is hopeless

You seem to know the country
well M de Cardillac for a

Yes I spent two years in Touraine-
as a lad I know that land especially
the part around Montrichard like thepalm of my hand

The conference was here interrupt-
ed a knock and Pasquel entered

The house is not watched my lord
and the road Is clear to the westerngate The carriage is ready and itlacks but a quarter of an hour oftwo oclock

Good send tho majordomo here
When Pasquel had gone the duke

and Cardillac rose simultaneously
There are one or two points we are

forgetting said the nobleman You
are wounded Yeu have had no sleep
tonight and will have none tomorrow
night riding hard from now until
Thursday morning Will your endur-
ance bold do you

Cardillac laughed heartilly
Yes for a week If necessary lay

and night on the road When I feel
a good horse under me as 1 expect to
do at Cbateaadun I laugh at
wounds or fatigue

You shall mount the best horse li
France if he iwppens to be n that
town Ah is the majordomo
Conduct M df Cardillac to ward-
robe and selV ct for him whatever 15
needs on a long journey There is but
scant time which to make your
choice Do I shall met
in the courtyard as the clock strikes
twoAt 2 oclock my lord said Card
llac as Joyfully as he were bound for

picnic striding after the magni-
ficently uniformed majordomo

CHAPTER VAil
heroes did even better than

had de-
spite the indifference of the road
and at 4 oclock that afternoon be-
striding a magnificent animal spten-
jUdly accoutered came in
sight of the groat square tower of
Cesar built eleventh century
that dominates the town of Beauceney

the Loire The young man showed-
no sign of fatigue and if his wound

the swasjger of the hand-
some equestrian Indeed he
rode Into Beaugency an
conqueror for town was one in
which a Gascon might well hoW up
liLt head with pride Th Prince of
Wales captured Beaugency in 1368 set
two years later the Gascons wrested it
from the

The streets showed nwaiy soldiers
tOut the town was evidently well
garrisoned but no one molested the
stranger although many looked curl
ously at him He drew up in front
of the Hotel Ecu de So
mach magnIficence obtains recognition
everywhere and to less than four
tIers ran out to take charge of
horse while the landlord bowed low on
the threshold De Cardillac minute
instructions concerning the treatment
of his horse resolving neverthrl 5s to

personally they were carries
out as soon as certain formalities he
had resolved upon were completed

At Chateauduu he had the
name and rank of the officer in charge
of the troops stationed at
and had been told that h stride hit
headquarters the Ecu Bretagne
so his first inquiry of the deferential
innkeeper was

Is Lieutenant de Four within
Good Will you convey to hint the
compliments of K Victor de Cardillac
who a few words with

Assuredly my lord and meanwhile
is there any other nric I can proffer
to your lordship

a bottle of the best Baug acrwin You used to be celebrated foryour Images
I a of n ilkof which all France cannot show

well vr r said De CardiUc impatiently Provide also something eat ami serve it in a privateroom but first deliver thehave given
de Four proved to be ayounr man but few year Ulan

heproached ae looked with some suspicion

greeted the stranger

your service monsieur
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private room to be prepared and if you
will do me the to sup with me

give myself the pleasure of un
foWin to you the matter in question

Again lieutenant bowed but thisnot quite so profoundly as before
The unknown was a little too
much for granted An officer of theKing does not break breed with any
chance traveler who takes it upon him-
self to proffer an invitation perusal
of a letter of introduction or the in-
spection of credentials should precede
the extending of hospitality Neverthe
less the refusal not be harsh foreven an alert lieutenant could not judge

the importance of a teen who
mltfht have arrived on the road from
Paris

I am desolated monsieur by the cir-
cumstance oX a previous engagement
which refuses me the advantage ofyour guest this evening If there-
fore monsieur you will bo no Indulgent-
as to accompany me to my room whileyour repast ut being prepared I cansure you of the utmost privacy and
shall he delighted to learn in what man-
ner I mar further your purpose

Beneath
those word were uttered CardilJao
was sensitive enough to feel the iron
ouch of a command Indeed the lieutenant did not await his acquiescence
but turning proceeded up the stair
followed bs the man with a mission
CardilfcLC began to perceive that the way

had mapped out was not
to be so easy as he had supposed

He was conducted to a room which
gave a view up and down the main
road A large table in the center
showed a map oC the district spread
out on surface while at either
end lay a pile of official looking docu-
ments Lieutenant de Four cloned and
locked the door then motioned hta visi-
tor into a chair on one side of the table
and took a seat on the other with his
beck toward the windows and the light
full on the face of De Cardillac

How far have vou traveled today
asked the lieutenant carelessly
De Cardillac

What and are here in Beaugency by
4 in the afternoon You must have set-
out early monsieur

early lieutenant
But I was informed that you entered

by the north gate and not by east-
ern gate

That is true lieutenant I came by-
way of Rambouillet Chartree and Cha
teaudun then came south from Cbs
teaudun to this place

You must have been in great haste
monsieur

I was lieutenant My business ad
mits of no delay

The officer was him keenly
although pretending nonchalance

Then why monsieur choose a road
thirty eagues in length when there is
a better road of twentysix
which would have brought here
sooner or at the same hour with less
waste of horseflesh

me by my not myself
I see Do know why the longer

road wjis chosen
I do
Do thefie orders forbid yott to di-

vulge the reason
No but onlyas a last resort
What do you mean by a mat

My orders are to toll you as little
as possible but still to secure your
cooperation which Se essential to the
execution of the plan I have in trust
By insisting you may everything
I know

Presumably monsieur you advise
me not to

I do
The lieutenant smiled sweetly The

visavis remained an example oC
insouciance

In that case monsieur you noel
only hand to me cross the table the
orders of my superior agleam at Orleans
and I shall promptly obIT whatever
commands are set down in tb docu-
ment

Lieutenant I have just informed
you that I came by Caateaudbi and
not by Orleans

True so you did Am I to take it
then the you carry no written order
for me

None whatever lieutenant-
If that la so monsieur I deplore

the necessity of ignoring your advice-
I cannot move on a verbal communica-
tion from a stranger and further than
that I shell a compelled greatly to
my grief to detain you here unless
your explanation is both explicit and

Cardillac slightly inclined his head
and made ac eloquent gesture with

hand
Your deckSon lieutenant Is strictly

n accordance with what I expected ofyou The course you have outlined foryourself posse ises the merit et extremesafety The man who Jets Ictly sa subordinate shows his axcettent quail
rcations for being always a subordi-nate and he such On thebattlefield the soldier who consults hisown safety acquires a name which I
i alt not enunciate In your presenceI he fails to obtain promotion Hecio serves his country may at timesbecaliei upon take aThe lieutenant itnerrupted by hold

abrupt
about a

x am Victor de Cardillac of Gascony-

O KT words he the foot of I eLuynes on the udder which he has sinceascended to the top Some monthsM de at theof minister to the King Invitedwhere I myself andmy sword at
nvltea to Prt u cr

For answer the man undidhis doublet took apapers chose one and tossed it crosstable
I hope YOU know the signature ofM d Irtiynes and I trustyou will recgnnface the sura manual ofhis y the King Itacquainted with or

I fear I must return to Paris With mymission unaccomolished
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TIMES WANTS
AND OTHER

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Clta A
Wanted Agents
Waatl llAp
Wanted dalesmen
Wanted Situations a Tiuw
Wanted lluoms or Board MlnfmumiT lines
Boarding i

Rent Rooms
Kooras and Board
Lost and Fofend J M-

CIa8 B-
AH other classtsoufcms K cJJta a has

t ie cents luie minimum 3 lines
is cent a line any numbt oi-

tlmra six words to a line

The Washington Times makes spe-
cial caslilnadrance rates for Class

Class A
One cent a wora each Insertion MlntanHn

barge 15 cent minimum space 2 line

Class B
Three times within week ceiis a

line 7 times consecutively 60 cents a line
Minimum apace 3 line
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